
  

  

Context – Skellig was written by David Almond and first published in 1998.  Chapter-by-Chapter Summary (Alongside key quotations). 
David Almond (born 1951) is a British author who 
has written several children’s stories that have been 
received extremely well by critics and readers alike. 
He describes his childhood as one of ‘much joy’ and 
‘much sadness’ – he lost his father and his younger sister at a 
young age. Almond’s works are highly philosophical, and often 
approach ideas such as adapting to change, different types of 
education, and how apparent opposites can hold complex 
relationships. Skellig won the Whitbread Children’s Book of the 
Year and the Carnegie Medal from the Library Association. 

William Blake (28th  November 1757 – 12th  
August 1827) was an English poet and painter. He 
was one of the foremost poets of the romantic age. 
Blake’s poems abound with ideas of creativity and 
imagination – encouraging freedom of expression and reflection 
of the self. He was particularly interested in the welfare of 
children: in ‘The School Boy’ he attacks schools, which he felt 
locked away children from the outside world. He worried that 
societal forces imprison and crush creativity. He is also a 
favourite poet amongst many rock and pop stars, some of whom 
based their songs on his poems. 

 
Chapters  

1-3 

We learn that the family has moved to Falconer Road, that Michael doesn’t 
like it, that his baby sister is seriously ill and that Ernie (the previous 
occupant) died in the house. He found ‘him’ in the garage, and his voice 
‘squeaked like he hasn’t used it in years.’ The family were supposed to 
doing up the house, but then the baby arrived early.  

“voice 
squeaked 

like he 
hadn’t used 
it in years” 

Chapters  
4-6 

Michael stays awake thinking of the creature in the garage – he convinces 
himself it was a dream. He pleads for the baby to get strong. We learn that 
Michael stayed at his old high school to be with his friends Leakey and 
Coot. As Michael’s dad cleans the house, Michael finds the creature in the 
garage once again, to his surprise.  

 
“27 and 

53”…”food of the 
gods.” 

The Skellig Islands are two small, steep, rocky 
islands off the coast of County Kerry, Ireland. 
The larger is called Skellig Michael, whilst the 
smaller is known as Little Skellig. They are 
barren islands, which lay some 13km from the Irish mainland – as 
such they could be described as remote and isolated. 
Nevertheless, they are considered places of outstanding natural 
beauty, primarily as an Important Bird Watch area, and the home 
of an early Christian monastery bearing the name St Michael’s. 
They have been used as a filming location for both Star Wars: 
The Force Awakens (2015) and The Last Jedi (2017). 

Magical Realism– Magical realism (sometimes 
called magic realism or marvelous realism) is 
a genre of narrative fiction and art which 
presents a realistic view of the world with some 
magical elements. The magic or the supernatural is conveyed 
against an otherwise normal (or mundane) setting, thus 
emphasising the strangeness/power of the magic. Magical 
realism has been defined by some as ‘what happens when a 
highly-detailed, realistic setting is invaded by something too 
strange to believe.’ Such stories are often set in the real world. 

 
Chapters  

7-13 

Michael speaks to the creature. It asks him for aspirin and ’27 and 53’, then 
tells him to go away. Michael sees a girl at the top of the wall – Mina. She 
talks about birds. He takes the creature the aspirin, 27 and 53 (Chinese 
Takeaway). Michael does badly at football at school. Dr Death says the 
baby has to go back to hospital. Mina takes Michael to see Whisper the cat. 

“You must let 
us help 

you”…”Do 
whatever you 

want.” 

Chapters  
14-18 

Michael finds out that Mina is home-schooled. She believes it is better for 
creativity. Michael asks the creature how he knew about 27 and 53 – he 
says it was Ernie’s (the old owner’s) favourite. He asks if he can bring Mina 
but the creature says no. Michael gets to hold the baby in hospital. He asks 
how to cure arthritis, which Dr MacNabola jokes about. 

“How can a bird 
that is born for 

joy/ Sit in a cage 
and sing?” 

   
Chapters  

19-21 

Michael finds Mina, who is modelling clay. Michael takes her to see the 
creature. She wants the creature to let them help him. Michael and Mina 
make a plan to hoot to each other at dawn to carry out the plan. 

“You must let us help 
you”…”Do whatever you 

want.” 
Main Characters – Consider what Almond intended through his characterisation 

of each of the characters below: 
 

Michael – Michael is the main protagonist and first person 
narrator of the story. He cares a great deal about his baby sister, 
who has been born early and is in a critical condition. He is also 
worried about his move to a new house on Falconer Road, away 
from his friends. He has a kind heart, as shown by his nurturing of 
Skellig, and is sensitive to the needs and emotions of others. 
Whilst he is of average academic ability, he excels at football. 
Michael forms a close platonic bond with Mina throughout the 
story. However, he may not be a reliable narrator as we only get 
his point of view about key events. 

Mina – Michael meets Mina soon after moving into a house on the 
same road as hers. She is a cheerful character, and she always 
tries to cheer Michael up whenever he is feeling sad. She is 
homeschooled by her mother – both Mina and her mother believe 
that school ‘cages’ children, stifling their creativity. Mina shows a 
keen interest in birds, and the poetry of William Blake, both of 
which influence her ideas about freedom. She forms an extremely 
strong bond with Michael, meaning that by the end, she can 
almost read his thoughts.  

 

Chapters  
22-27 

Michael and Mina move the creature, who is as ‘weak as a baby’, to a 
boarded-up house: her grandfather’s (who died). They find growths on his 
shoulder blades. He says his name is Skellig. When they return to visit, 
Skellig has moved. He asks for rest so he can ‘go home.’ The baby’s 
condition deteriorates. Leakey and Coot tease Michael about Mina. 

“I stayed dead 
silent and 

concentrated 
on keeping the 

baby safe” 

Chapters  
28-32 

Coot kicks the ball at the garage – Michael’s dad has to write a sign stating: 
DANGER. Michael and Mina have an argument about Leakey and Coot – 
but soon make up. They visit Skellig, who looks stronger.  

“felt the feathers and 
delicate bones rising from 
my own shoulders, and I 
was lifted from the floor 

with Skellig” 

Quote: “‘Can love help a person to get better?’ I asked.” Quote: “We have to allow ourselves to see what there is to see, 
and we have to imagine.” 

 Chapters  
33-35 

Michael returns to school. His dad calls and tells him to go to Mina’s after 
school as he has to go to the hospital. Mina has seen Skellig alone, who 
has told her he will leave soon. Michael’s sister needs an operation. 

“Sometimes we think we 
should be able to know 

everything. But we can't.” Skellig – Clues about Skellig’s true nature are gradually revealed 
throughout the narrative, although exactly who or what he is, as 
well as where he comes from, are left deliberately ambiguous - 
even at the end of the story. Initially, he is portrayed as a sickly, 
pale homeless man, whose arthritis has deteriorated to such a 
state that he can no longer move by himself. He can also be rude 
and aloof and disgusting. Throughout the story, his link with the 
spiritual world becomes clear, and it is inferred that he is an angel 
who protects Michael’s sister. 

Michael’s Parents and his Baby Sister – Both of Michael’s 
parents care deeply for him, and his baby sister. His baby sister is 
premature and critically ill, and both parents deal with it in a 
different way – Michael’s mother speaks about the situation 
religiously (comparing the baby to an angel), whilst his father 
throws himself into work on their new house. Neither of Michael’s 
parents’ names are provided in the story, and his baby sister is 
only given a name at the end of the story, when it is clear that she 
will survive. 

 

Chapters  
36-39 

Michael and Mina discuss what Skellig eats, and that he makes pellets like 
an owl. Michael’s dad tells him to ‘keep believing.’ Mina and Michael go to 
visit Skellig but he is not there. Michael faints. When he comes around, he 
says that he can no longer “feel” the baby’s heartbeat. 

“Skellig eats living 
things and makes 

pellets like the 
owls” 

Chapters  
40-43 

The baby has the operation. She survives. Mum tells Michael of a dream 
she had of a strange man who helped the baby. Michael and Mina take him 
27 and 53. Michael says that Skellig made his sister strong – Skellig says 
the baby gave him strength. Michael and Mina know he will now leave. 

“You made her 
strong…“it was 
her that gave 

strength to me.” 
Quote: "Something like you, something like a beast, something 

like a bird, something like an angel." 
Quote:  “Sometimes I think she's never quite left Heaven and 

never quite made it all the way here to Earth." 
 Chapters  

44-46 

The baby gets stronger. Skellig is gone. They see ‘Thank you. S’ carved on 
the wood with 3 white feathers. Michael and his parents get to work on the 
house – the baby then returns home and she is finally given a name. 

“Thank you. S. carved on 
the wood and three white 

feathers”    

Themes – A theme is an idea or message that runs throughout a text. 
    

Almond’s Literary Devices The Author’s Influences 

Nurturing and Care – Michael and Mina care for Skellig. Whilst he is initially somewhat rude and closed, 
their care eventually allows him to open up, enabling Michael and Mina to see his inner beauty. Nurturing 
and care is also mirrored in the natural world throughout the story – for example Mina observes birds who 
tirelessly work to bring home food for their chicks. 

 First Person 
Narrative 

Skellig is told from the viewpoint of Michael, 
making the reader aware of his inner feelings. 

“I was walking along the street 
one day, and I heard that line in 
my head, “I found him in the 
garage on a Sunday afternoon.” 
And as soon as I heard that 
line, I knew that there was a 
whole book waiting to follow it. So I kind of rushed 
home immediately and began to write the story. It 
was a very dream-like story to write, at times it 
seemed to write itself. It seemed as if I was just some 
kind of person that the story was coming through.” 

 
Similes ‘”Even the bricks were crumbling like they couldn’t 

bear the weight anymore.” 
Life and Death – Michael introduces the doctor who is supposed to help bring life to his desperately ill 
sister as Dr Death, on account of his pale complexion. When he initially finds Skellig, he explains that he 
thought that he was already dead. Throughout the story, Michael and Mina work to nurture Skellig back to 
life, whilst simultaneously his bay sister faces her own fight between life and death. 

 Animal 
Comparisons 

Mina is compared to both a crow and a monkey 
by the boys, and she compares them to hyenas. 

 

Personification (of the garage) “It was like the whole thing was 
sick of itself and would collapse in a heap.” 

 

 


